ASSOCIATION NEWS

Scholarship Winners Announced

Anita Mantri, Ph.D., Memorial Travel Scholarship
Nina Purvis is a junior doctor in the NHS with an inter-
est in extreme environment physiology and health. Her in-
terest in space medicine stems
from her undergraduate and
| Master’s studies in Astrophysics
(M.Phys.), which she has amal-
gamated with a Ph.D. in Cancer
Research, studying medicine
as a graduate-entry student
(M.B.B.S.), and taking a year out
to complete a second Master’s in
Space Physiology and Health.
She worked as a Postdoctoral
Research Fellow in the United
wea States before medical school. She
is now completing her PGY-2 year, with a view to starting
her next stage of training in summer 2024.

Dr. Purvis has completed the ESA Space Physician Train-
ing Course and UTMB PASM internship, being that year’s
Shaskan Scholarship winner. She is also a past winner of the
Aerospace Speaker’s Travel Grant from the Royal Aeronau-
tical Society, the Space Medicine Association’s International
Scholarship, and the Red Flower Vacation Scholarship. She
has additionally won awards for research and presentations.
She is currently Junior Chair Elect of the AsMA Associate
Fellows Group and has contributed to AsMA and AMSRO
over the past 6 years, including judging scholarships, pub-
lishing in AsMA’s journal, helping organize AMSRO elec-
tions, running a lecture series during COVID-19, and be-
ing an active member and mentor of the next generation of
aerospace medicine.

AsMA International Aerospace Medical Scholarship
Dr. Anthony Rengel is a specialist general practitioner and
designated aviation medical examiner from Perth, Western
Australia. He is a Fellow of the
Australian College of Rural &
Remote Medicine, a graduate of
the Master of Aviation Medicine
from the University of Otago and
is currently completing his final
semester of fellowship training
with the Australasian College of
Aerospace Medicine. He holds
a Masters in Aviation Medicine
from the University of Otago,
a Bachelor of Medicine and a
Bachelor of Surgery from the
University of Western Australia, and a B.Sc., also from the
University of Western Australia.

Having been flying since 15 years of age and holding a
Commercial Pilot Licence, Anthony has combined a passion
for remote health care and aviation into a career in aero-
space medicine. This has included running fly-out gener-
al practice clinics in rural Western Australia, 8 years as an

aviation medical examiner for the Civil Aviation Safety Au-
thority, and, in the last 3 years, as a specialist in aeromedical
retrieval for the Royal Flying Doctor Service on a variety of
fixed and rotary wing platforms. In 2023, Anthony was ap-
pointed as a reservist to the Royal Australian Air Force Insti-
tute of Aviation Medicine in Adelaide. Recently, he accepted
a position with the Australian Antarctic Division and will
soon begin preparation to overwinter at Davis Station for
the 2025 season. His long-term goal is to work in the space
sector, leveraging his knowledge and experience to assist
with the next generation of human exploration. Additional-
ly, he wishes to continue active involvement in the training
of the next generation of health and aerospace professionals.

Stanley R. Mohler, M.D., Aerospace Medicine Endowed
Scholarship

Dora Babocs is a medical doctor with an aim to make sur-
gical procedures a safe option for future deep-space mis-
sions. She is currently serving as
a Postdoctoral Research Fellow
at UTHealth’s Advanced Aortic
Research Program. Her journey
into the realms of medicine and
space exploration began in Sze-
ged, Hungary, where she em-
barked on her career as a Gen-
eral Surgery resident. Driven by
a profound curiosity about the
cosmos, she is concurrently pur-
suing a Bachelor’s degree in As-
tronomy and Planetary Science,
just graduated as a space specialist in life sciences, and par-
ticipated in ESAs Space Physician Training 2023. She also
plays an integral role in the Biomedical Engineering Group
at the Austrian Space Forum (OeWEF), contributing her ex-
pertise to Mars analog missions. Additionally, she serves as
a scholar-in-residence at iGAINT, European Representative
of the International Outreach Committee at AMSRO, and as
National Point of Contact for Hungary at the Space Genera-
tion Advisory Council, fostering international collaboration
in space exploration.

Dr. Babocs was also selected for the Forbes 30/30 list in
2024. She leads and participates in multiple international
projects and activities related to space surgery and is an au-
thor or co-author of 3 peer-reviewed articles, 11 other arti-
cles, and 2 book chapters. In 2022, she was awarded the Keck
Medicine of USC Travel Scholarship from the University
of Szeged, Albert Szent-Gyorgyi Medical School, and won
a Best Poster award in February 2024. She is a member of
the America Society of Aerospace Medicine Specialists, the
Space Surgery Association, the Aerospace Physiology Soci-
ety, and the Aerospace Nursing and Allied Health Profes-
sionals Society.

Jeffrey R. Davis, M.D., Aerospace Medicine Endowed
Scholarship

Dr. Corey Morris is a native of McMinnville, TN, United
States. He received his undergraduate education at Motlow
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Sate Community College and
Tennessee Technological Univer-
sity. He worked for his local com-
munity college as an adjunct lab-
oratory instructor and assistant
director of new student services
before being accepted to medical
school. He completed his medi-
cal education at Lincoln Memo-
rial University- Debusk College
of Osteopathic Medicine in 2022
and started his medical residen-
cy training at Lake Cumberland
Regional Hospital on July 1, 2022, where he is currently a
second-year Family Medicine resident. He has a wide variety
of interests, including rural primary medicine, osteopathic
manipulative medicine, wound care/hyperbarics, and avia-
tion/space medicine.

Dr. Morris has served on the AMSRO executive board
for two terms while a medical student and currently serves
on the AsMA Communications Committee. He is a current
board member of the American Osteopathic College of Oc-
cupational and Preventive Medicine representing resident
physicians. He is also a member of the Civil Aviation Medi-
cal Association, the Aerospace Human Factors Association,
the American College of Hyperbaric medicine, the Undersea
and Hyperbaric Medical Society, the American College of
Osteopathic Family Physicians, and the American Osteo-
pathic Association. When not at work in Kentucky, you can
find him spending time with family in Tennessee, building
models with Legos®, or watching action, comedy, or sci-fi
movies.

Philip J. Scarpa, Jr., Aerospace Medicine Endowed
Scholarship
Claudio Franc was born in the northwestern region of Ro-
mania, colloquially known as Transylvania, and immigrat-
ed to the United States with his
mother when he was 5 years old.
As a child, his favorite question
to be asked was “what do you
want to be when you grow up?”
because that always gave him
free reign to start talking about
his favorite topic and how he has
always dreamed of becoming an
astronaut. From reading “On the
Shoulders of Giants” by Stephen
Hawking at a young age, to travel-
ing to the Kennedy Space Center
for his 10th birthday, his fascination with the field of space
exploration is as boundless as the universe itself. He has trav-
elled all over the globe and has lived in many states, but calls
Louisiana his home. In 2019, he graduated with his Bachelor
of Science degree in Molecular Biology from Southeastern
Louisiana University, with minors in chemistry, history, and
psychology. In 2021, he earned his Master of Business Ad-
ministration degree from the same university before matric-
ulating into medical school at St. George’s University, where
he is currently enrolled as a third-year medical student.
While being engaged in his clinical rotations in New York
City, Claudio is also concurrently completing in his Master

of Public Health degree at Johns Hopkins University. Upon
graduation next summer, he hopes to match into a general
surgery residency and enlist in the U.S. Air Force with the
dream of one day serving his country as a surgeon. He also
has aspirations to further his knowledge and training by
completing an aerospace medicine fellowship so that he may
serve as a flight surgeon, with the aim of treating and pre-
venting a variety of diseases not only here on Earth, but also,
hopefully, among the stars. He is a member of the Thieme
Group, where he is a Student Ambassador, and the Advocates
for Safe Air Policy and Safe Air for Everyone, where he serves
as a Council intern. He is a past winner of the Welch Schol-
arship from Johns Hopkins University and multiple awards
from both St. George’s University and Southeastern Louisi-
ana University.

Associate Fellows Announced

The following members of the Aerospace Medical Associa
tion have achieved Associate Fellow status and were ap-
proved by the Executive Committee: Jennifer Benincasa,
Nicola Boyd, Lauren Church, Diego Garcia, Frederick Haus-
er, Roy Hoffman, Sasirajan Jeevarathinam, David Leary, Max
Lee, Peter Letarte, Heather Panic, Michael Pohlen, Timothy
Sprott, Michael Stephens, Tesfaye Tetemke, Alicia Tucker,
and Richard Whittle.

Obituary Listing

AsMA staft only recently learned that Dr. Jay A. Danforth,
B.Sc., M.D., D.Av.Med., of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada,
died in November 2023. He was an Emeritus member and
Fellow of the Aerospace Medical Association. He graduated
from the University of Alberta School of Medicine and re-
ceived a Diploma of Aviation Medicine (RCP) London. He
served in the Canadian Forces from 1968-1976 and later be-
came a General Practitioner in Calgary. In 1984, he joined
Civil Aviation Medicine in Canada, where he served a 2-year
assignment with the International Civil Aviation Organi-
zation in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. He then returned to Civil
Aviation Medicine until he retired in 2018. His last position
was working with the Adult Psychiatry Unit at the University
of Alberta until he fully retired in 2021. For a full obituary,
please visit https://edmontonjournal.remembering.ca/obitu-
ary/jay-danforth-1089127041.
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